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SDG AT UNIST

• Online meetings in January, 2021

Individual reports on SDG curricular activities at UNIST units!

Experts from: 
● Faculty of Economics, Bussines and Tourism (Ana Kundid Novokmet, 3)

● Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (Mila Bulić)

● Faculty of Maritime Studies (Gorana Jelić Mrčelić, 2 + 1 student)

● University Department of Professional Studies (Goran Ćorluka, Senka Borovac Zekan, 
Winton Afrić, 3)



UNIST AND ITS STRATEGIC GOALS
STRATEGY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNIST, (2015-2020)

FIELD 2: UNIVERSITY IN ITS ENVIRONMENT

STRATEGIC GOAL 1 The University of Split drives the economic growth of the region,

knowledge-based entrepreneurship and smart specialisation.

STRATEGIC GOAL 2 The University of Split initiates innovative procedures and solutions

for relevant social and economic problems, fostering the culture of development, protection

and commercialisation of intellectual property.

STRATEGIC GOAL 3 The University of Split is a socially responsible institution which

serves the society whenever the need arises to activate its human and material resources.

STRATEGIC GOAL 4 The University of Split fosters scientific research and artistic creation

among the youth; together with its partners and as a measure to tackle the youth unemployment,

it develops programmes of post-academic employment for its students and later for other former

students.

FIELD 4: ORGANISATION OF THE UNIVERSITY

STRATEGIC GOAL 1 The University of Split functionally integrates all of its activities in

order to achieve the highest efficiency, cost-effectiveness, sustainable growth and

interdisciplinarity, as well as the exchange of experience and best practices within the

University.



UNIST and the global goals of SD                             



Curricular activities at UNIST

• Facts and Figures

● 11 faculties, 1 academy and 4 departments

Overall 189 study programmes:

● 79 undergraduate study programmes

● 72 graduate study programmes (university and specialist)

● 9 integrated undergraduate and graduate study programmes

● 18 postgraduate PhD study programmes + 16 postgraduate specialist study
programmes



• Over 40 projects were financed from EU programs and funds in the last 
few years (20 ongoing):





Faculty of Maritime Studies
as reported by Dr. Gorana Jelić Mrčelić, full prof.

• Strategy of FMS (2017-2022): all FMS activities are based on:

equality and justice, human rights, respect of integrity and dignity of a 
person, academic liberties,...

Curricular activities related to SDG: 

• FMS performs 5 undergraduate study programmes and 4 graduate study 
programmes (Nautical studies, Marine engineering, Maritime 
management...) in accordance with:

• Standards and guidelines for quality assurance in the European Higher 
Education Area (ESG) – social role of FMS is ensured

• International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watch-
keeping for Seafarers (STCW) – environmental and economic issues are well 
incorporated in the curricula (MARPOL)!



Faculty of Economics, Business and Tourism, 
as reported by Ana Kundid Novokmet, PhD

• Lecturing, supervising and researching in the field of finance 

(several topics included in various subjects in the field of finance (e.g. bank 
social responsibility, ethical banking, financial inclusion, financial literacy, 
financial frauds, predatory finance, financial consumers protection, 
sustainable household finance by learning about behavioral biases in 
financial decision-making, reputational risk in banking)

• Numerous supervised master theses on these topics and several 
published scientific articles with students as co-authors in peer reviewed 
journals (e.g. Do students in Croatia care about corporate social 
responsibility performance of banks?, 2016.),

• Published scientific monograph: „Finance after crisis: forensics, ethics and 
sustainability”, 2014. (eds. Ćurak, M., Kundid, A., Visković, J.).

• Lecturing, supervising and researching in the field of e-tourism and 
hospitality



Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, as reported by Mila 

Bulić, PhD
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Question: 
how many of SDG’s 17 goals are included in our teaching 
process/courses?

The results of the survey that was applied on 

university teachers

University 

Department of 

Professional Studies

SDG Progress

Report 2021



Findings

NUMBER OF COURSES

48 of 550 courses have implemented some of SDG in their syllabus (8%)

NUMBER OF SDG’s

16 of 17 goals are represented (except no. 14: Life below water)

TEACHERS

There are total of 73 teachers and 550 courses
22 of 73 teachers have implemented the SDG in their courses (30%)



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

Tourism Destination

Managment

Highlighting negative implications arising form overuse of tourism resources  (overtourism); Setting framework for sustainable tourism destination 

developmentt.

Developing small scale forms of tourism in align with sustainable development as a respond to mass tourism and overtourism

Raising awareness of the gap between men and women's outcomes narrowed as they   gained negotiating experience. Using negotiation in 

conciliation.

Special forms of  Tourism

Negotiation skills

Course Titles and Sustainable Development GoalsFindings

University Department 

of Professional Studies

SDG Progress

Report 2021

Event Management Implementation of sustainable event management as the process of integrating environmental   and social responsibility 

issues into event planning.

Entrepreneurial Crisis Management Structuring the assessment of the societal impact of crisis management solutions.

Business Management
Ethical leadership as leadership which is centered around appropriate conduct through respect for ethics and values, as well as 

the rights and dignity of others.  Social responsibility leaders - leaders with strong commitments to CSR (Corporate Social 

Responsibility).



COURSE TITLE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

Mobile Communication systems Influence of electromagnetic waves of 4th and 5th generation systems on human health, and the total cumulative effect 

of all mobile systems at one location.

The impact of electromagnetic radiation from the radio frequency spectrum on the environment and human health. On what knowledge are

the norms for the protection of the environment and human health based.

EThe negative impact of electromagnetic waves used in directional radio communication systems on the environment. 

Calculation of permissible radiation levels outside the basic radio directions.

Radiocommunications

Directional Radio Communication 

Systems (Radio Riley Sistems)

Course Titles and Sustainable Development GoalsFindings
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Multimedia 

Communications

Garbage disposal of worn-out or destroyed electronic devices.

Material Selection
Advanced methods of material and process selection according various objectives like minimisation of costs, mass and environment 

impact .

Renewable Sources of Energy The utilisation of renewable sources of energy for electricity and heat generation.



COURSE TITLE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

Heating and Air Conditioning The importance of energy efficiency and rational utilisation of energy in buildings, combined with the utilisation of renewable sources 

of energy.

Recycling and sustainable development of polymer materials: today’s challenges from the aspect of     environmental protection

Computer's impact on the environment. Computer  related injuries.

Design of plastic products

Computer Usage

Course Titles and Sustainable Development GoalsFindings

University Department 

of Professional Studies
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Informatics I Computer's impact on the environment. Computer related injuries.

Introduction to Economics

Clarifying the negative connotations of exclusively focusing on quantitative indicators of economic growth. Promoting the importance 

of lifelong learning in order to accomodate the increasing national and global labor market turbulences. Emphasizing the importance of a 

strong middle class  in stimulating aggregate demand and GDP growth.

Business Economics Emphasizing the importance of education and technological progress as the primary generators of labor productivity growth and, 

consequently, economic growth necessary to reduce population.



COURSE TITLE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

E-business Promoting solutions that encourage entrepreneurship and job creation in in today’s globalized world

Reduce the gap between cultures, ages, genders, education

Developing awereness of product packacing and highlighting responsible consumption

Consumer behaviour

Sales and Distribution

Course Titles and Sustainable Development GoalsFindings
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Report 2021

Entrepreneurial infrastructure Entrepreneurial infrastructure in the function of the development of entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial support institutions and 

their measures for establishment and growth of small and medim size enterprises

Family business The importance of family business for economic development, self-employment and career development in a family business.

Entrepreneurial strategies Developing a sustainable strategy for start-up companies.



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

Business ethics Raising awareness of sustainable business in all three segments of sustainability

(3P-people&planet&profit)

Rethinking retail strategy when applying new technologies to achieve sustainable development in retail.

Issues of return logistics in retail in order to strengthen the awareness of responsible SCM.

Contemporary Retail 

Tehniques

Retail Logistic 

Management

Course Titles and Sustainable Development GoalsFindings
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Internal Trade Operations 1
Defining elements of procurement in function of ensuring healthy products.

Internal Trade Operations 2
Analysing elements of responsible consumptions in Category Management, include awareness of environmental and social impacts of 

products.

Foreign Trade Implementation of free trade agreements in order to re duce economic inequality of countries, increase the competitiveness of less 

developed countries and thus traders from less developed countries as well as products from those countries.

Marketing Communication
Ethical advertising. Advertising towards children. Sustainability and social awerness in advertising.



COURSE TITLE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

Creating more sustainable marketing mix: products (green packaging, recyclable products after the product life time is over, 

return logistics of defective and obsolete products... , taking care of sustainability of raw materials

(protection against depletion of plant and animal species)), fair prices, sustainabe distribution (using multimodal transports and 

route planing, alternative fuel  and energy solutions, implementing different energy saving solutions in whole process from 

production to the final customer, shortening food distribution cycle by encouraging local food producers, implementing social

responsibility activitities (donations, taking car for community etc.), ethical promotion without deceptive promotional practices... 

Unification of product quality on all markets, fair pay for labour on all markets, regulating children labour.

Marketing

International Marketing

Course Titles and Sustainable Development Goals
Findings
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Branding
Creating more sustainable brands , educating costumers about the importance of sustainable behaviour, encouraging 

customers for buying more sustainable products…

Entrepreneurship
Emphasizing entrepreneurship as a means of reducing poverty and fostering economic growth  by focusing on creating 

innovative products and processes. Raising awareness that entrepreneurship could be the key to sustainable socio-

economic empowerment.

Business Venture Management
Designing and managing business projects that take equal account of their economic, social and environmental impact, 

respecting the sustainable development concept.



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

Sustainable Human Resource Management

In a changing organizational environment, the purpose of HRM is currently in transition and a multidimensional 

Sustainable HRM model is emerging that takes into account long-term influences such as climate change, biodiversity, 

urbanization, and workforce demographics rather than simply short-term financial issues. Consequently, there is a 

need to develop “people-management practices that take the development of social, environmental and human capital 

into account”

Development of destination management companies respecting the sustainable development goals.

Development of travel agencies respecting the sustainable development goals

Destination Managment Company

Travel Agencies and Traffic Systems

Course Titles and Sustainable Development GoalsFindings
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Hospitality Managemnt Improving the business of hotel companies by respecting the sustainable development goals.

Tourism Econimics Analyzing the effects of tourism on a global, national and local level with regard to the sustainable 

development goals

Personal Finance Management Increasing the level of knowledge and skills in personal financial management reduces the risk of poverty.



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

Insurance and Reinsurance
By increasing the level of knowledge and skills in the field of insurance, it introduces students to the possibilities of 

insurance protection of their standard, thus reducing the risk of poverty.

Use of Robots in agriculture, aquaculture can contribute to higher production, lower resource consumption,  and reduced pollution.

Implementation of various services providing online services and "work from home" directly reducing daily commuting resulting in 

lower CO2 pollution. Bringing online education to all parts of the world removing inequality between rich and poor countries. Providing 

possibilities for small businesses and self-employed professionals to access global market from any country.

Robotics

Broadband Networks

Course Titles and Sustainable Development Goals

Findings
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Broadband Networks Design Implementation of various services providing online services and "work from home" directly reducing daily commuting resulting in 

lower CO2 pollution. Bringing online education to all parts of the world removing inequality between rich and poor countries. Providing 

possibilities for small businesses and self-employed professionals to access global market from any country.

Power Electronics Power electronics is needed to adapt the natural characteristics of renewable energy sources to our human application needs. 

Because, in general, these natural forms are not displaceable, the energy produced needs to be stored or sent to the AC network 

immediately

Embedded  computers Implementation of various services providing online services and "work from home" directly reducing daily commuting resulting in 

lower CO2 pollution. Bringing online education to all parts of the world removing inequality between rich and poor countries.

Providing possibilities for small businesses and   self-employed professionals to access global market from any country.



What do we need 

to know?

What do we need to do?

Next Steps

What do our students
know about
Sustainable 
Development Goals?

In order to
evaluate students’ 
knowledge, a 
questionnaire should be 
designed, validated, and 
administered to students
from different fields. 

Students
should develop competences 
such as critical thinking, 
narrative imagination, and 
agency, the bases of
capability approach, and others 
such as ethical reasoning, the 
ability to discern the 
consequences of
their actions....
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SDG Progress
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The main objectives of SDGs are: 

to reduce poverty, protect the planet, and to ensure peace and security. 

To this end, 17 objectives, 169 targets, and 263 indicators have been formulated. 

We should first introduce these goals to all teachers and finally to all students.

We should also increase the number of final theses that deal with these topics.



The obtained results show that university 
teachers don’t incorporate Sustainable 

Development Goals in their courses in the 

satisfactory percentage.

Conclusion

• 30% of all teachers implement SDG 

in their courses

• 8% of all courses teach about SDG

• increase the percentage of 

teachers and courses 

implementing SDG

• https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda

• increase the number of final theses about 

SDG

• increse the engagement in service learning

• encourage teachers and students to 

volunteer

• connecting with nonprofit sector
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"There is no more powerful transformative force than 

education."



Thank you for your 

attention!

Silvana Tokić, PhD

skosanov@oss.unist.hr


